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Ukrainians in the Lake Superior Basin
Russell M. Magnaghi
The outbreak of Putin-Russia’s war against Ukraine in the spring of 2022 has brought up
the question, did Ukrainians settle in the vast Lake Superior Basin? A study of Ukrainian
nationality presents a difficult question to answer, before this study can get underway.1 In the past
Ukraine was not a separate nation but it was broken into provinces of the Russian Empire and the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, which remained in place until 1918 and the end of World War I. To
further complicate matters new nations came out of the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
or were expanded–Poland, Union of Soviet Social Republics (USSR), Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Romania and for a while Ukraine. Between 1900 and 1930 when United States census takers talked
to people of Ukrainian extraction they would identify themselves as: Little Russians, Ruthenians,
Rusyns, Austrian Poles, Russian Poles, Austrians, Galicians, Bukovinians, Russians, Hungarians,
Romanians or wherever they thought their original village had ended up in the political boundary
changes. Even people one might consider Galicians, part of contemporary western Ukraine, may
see themselves as “Transcarpathian Rusyn.” A study of census data shows individuals giving
various birth locations and do not know their personal ethnic preference. A Galician in 1910 could
be a Pole in 1920 and a Czechoslovak in 1930.
As a result this study has put aside its original attempt at identifying Ukrainians but looking
at the cultural, fraternal and religious connections to find a working result. If they were a member
of the Greek Catholic Union they were more than likely Ukrainian, but not always.

Early 20th century group of Ruthenians or Galicians.
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The Greek Catholic or Byzantine Church’s liturgy, language: Old Slavonic unless changed to
English, and rules like married clergy follow the Orthodox formula except that they are in union
with Rome or Uniate recognizing the pope as the head of the church. This was brought about by
the Union of Brest (1596). If a Greek Catholic church were not available these Ukrainians would
attend a nearby Roman Catholic church.
Other Ukrainians, primarily in the eastern part of the country belong to the Russian or
Eastern Orthodox Church, which after the Great Russian take-over of Ukraine in 1654 successfully
Russified the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, but even in Ukraine these lines are blurred. To further
complicate matters in 2019 the Ukrainian Orthodox Church was recognized as independent from
the patriarchate in Moscow with its own head by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople/Istanbul, the spiritual leader of the world’s Orthodox churches. This step was
opposed by the Russian Orthodox Church and it broke off relations with the Ecumenical Patriarch.
During the war Patriarch Kirill of Moscow has supported Putin in the destruction of Ukraine and
its people and gave the war an iconic blessing.
The Lake Superior Basin, which covers three states – Michigan’s Upper Peninsula,
Wisconsin, Iron Range of Minnesota – and the Canadian province of Ontario. Over the last century
and a half this region has attracted thousands of immigrants whose descendants remain vital to the
communities they reside. During this time of horrible crisis of the Putin-Russian invasion of
Ukraine it is timely to review the Ukrainian settlement of the Basin.
Ukraine until 1991 and the end of the Cold War had a diverse history with numerous rulers.
In the late eighteenth century Poland was cut into three parts: Prussian/German Poland in the west;
Russian Poland in the east; and Austrian Poland to the south. The south is of particular interest as
it consisted of Galicia and Bukovina as part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire until 1918.

Map: Austro-Hungarian Empire prior to 1918
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L’viv in the early 20th century.
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The Russian Empire held lands in southeastern Poland bordering Ukraine to the east of
Lviv. The names of the city help explain its complicated history as the Germans/Austrians knew
it as Lemberg, the Poles as Lovov or Lwów, Russians as Lvov, and the Ukrainians as L’viv. Since
they carried varied passports it is better to identify them by their language, culture, and religious
affiliation rather than through citizenship.
Today Ukraine, slightly smaller than France, is located in southeastern Europe, bordered
in the southwest by Moldova, Romania and Hungary; to the west by Poland and Slovakia; to the
north and northeast by Poland and Belarus; and to the south by the Black Sea. It is a nation rich in
natural resources, varied climate and fertile soil that makes it one of the most productive regions
in the world. Given its exposed position, its land has been exploited and its people subjugated, but
they have developed and preserve their definitive culture and language.2

Peasants and Jews of Galicia
In very few cases the term “Ukrainian” appears but provides little context. A review of the
1920 U.S. Federal Census in Ironwood, Michigan Ward 1 illustrates the problem of trying to
identify Ukrainians. They could be coming from Galicia (6), Tarnów, Poland in Austrian Galicia
(4), Russians (5), Russian Poland (33), Hungary Poland (2), Slovakia (79), Spiska Gupa, Slovakia
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(3). So what follows on the American side of the border is an unclear identification of these people
being from Ukraine.3

Galician farm complex in the early 20th century.
Ukrainian Immigrants in Canada
In the late 1890s Canada was in need of agricultural immigrants to settle the prairie
provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta and put out a call for Ukrainian immigrants.4
In the Old Country landless peasants faced intolerable landlords and high taxes and opportunity
was not even a faint dream for the future. The opportunity to migrate to a land where opportunity
lay in front of them if they continued their hard grueling work sent them to Canada.
The Ukrainians arrived in a series of waves that continues to this day. The first wave came
between 1891 and 1914 from the Austro-Hungarian provinces of Galicia and Bukovina. A second
wave arrived in the interwar years from Galicia and Volhynia seeking land. This group consisted
of laborers, discharged soldiers, political refugees, university professors and farmers. This was
followed by displaced persons who had been sent to Germany as forced labor. Now they fled
Europe seeking to escape the tyrannical Soviets. They consisted of farmers, skilled workers and
professional men and women - scholars, scientists, musicians and artists. They arrived between
1947 and 1952. A fourth wave began in the 1980s and lasted a decade. With Putin’s war in Ukraine
has caused a fifth wave to begin an out-migration. In 1911 there were 3,078 Ukrainians in Ontario
and this number rose to 159,880 (27.5%) in Ontario in 1971.
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Throughout the Canadian Lake Superior Basin, Ukrainians continue to maintain their
traditions through language schools, dance groups and maintenance of religious holidays. The
Christmas Eve dinner is the most important family celebration. The table is set beforehand with a
handful of hay placed on the table and covered with a linen tablecloth. It is symbolic of the hay
which the new-born Christ child was laid. The dinner consists of kutya (a grain dish), with borsch
(beet soup) followed by various fish dishes – pike, trout and salmon, cabbage rolls, potatoes,
mushrooms and other vegetables and fruit and finished with cake, honey, nuts and candies.
Fort William and Port Arthur (the two cities were united in 1970 as Thunder Bay) were
major rail centers on the Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Railways. Some of the
Ukrainians decided to stop at Thunder Bay and settled in the East End within walking distance of
the coal and grain docks and the railyards of the Canadian Pacific. In 1911 approximately 60
percent of Ontario’s Ukrainians – 1,856 of 3,000 lived in Thunder Bay. In the years that
followed the numbers rose: 1921- 2,394; 1931- 5,136; 1941- 8,235; 1951- 11,004.
In a tragic development during World War I when Canada entered the war in 1914 it was
faced with thousands of immigrants from the provinces of Bukovina and Galicia who were
within the Austro-Hungarian Empire and thus “enemy aliens.” On 15 August 1914, the Canadian
government issued the Proclamation Respecting Immigrants of German or Austro-Hungarian
Nationality. As the Canadian Encyclopedia notes, “It authorized the arrest and detention of
Canadians from Germany or Austria-Hungary if there were ‘reasonable grounds’ to believe they
were ‘engaged or attempting to engage in espionage or acts of a hostile nature, or giving or
attempting to give information to the enemy, or assisting or attempting to assist the enemy.’” As
a result 8,579 men were held in 24 internment camps and receiving stations across Canada. One
of these camps was located some 400 miles northeast of Sault Ste. Marie where an agricultural
station was planned.
Of the 8,000 plus men interned, 5,954 Austro-Hungarian immigrants were from Bukovina
and Galicia. “In total 80,000 people mostly Ukrainian Canadians, were obliged to register as
“enemy aliens” during the war. They were compelled to report regularly to the police and were
subjected to other state-sanctioned censures. These included restrictions of their freedom of
speech, as well as their movement and association.” This had a direct impact on the Ukrainians in
both Thunder Bay and Sault Ste. Marie where families were broken up, income was reduced to no
longer existed and psychologically people faced an uncertain future. As the war progressed and
laborers were in demand, men were released from internment camps, but the policy did not end
until 1920 when Germany finally and officially ended the war effort.
Cultural and religious concerns were on the minds of these immigrants. At Fort William
the Prosvita (Enlightenment) Society was established in 1906 and by 1913 occupied its own hall.
Its goals were social cohesion and cultural education: heritage, dance, art and language. It is still
active and is found throughout Canada. A Ukrainian Catholic parish was established in 1909 in
Fort William. The Church of the Transfiguration was built in 1918 following a Byzantine-style of
architecture and following tradition, its façade faced west and the altar faced east toward
Jerusalem. A Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery has developed as well. A second Ukrainian Catholic
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parish was founded in 1911 and their church dedicated to the Ascension of Our Lord soon
followed.
An important religious development took place at this time. In 1912 the Vatican created
the nation-wide the Ruthenian/Greek Catholic diocese, which would solidify the status and
workings of the church. D. Nicetas Budka was appointed the first as the Ruthenian/Greek Catholic
rite bishop for all of Canada.5
In 1968 the Ukrainian Catholic parish of the Elevation of the Holy Cross followed and
constructed its church. Today it is the largest Ukrainian Catholic parish in northwest Ontario.
In 1924 the Ukrainian Orthodox church of the Assumption of the Holy Virgin was
established in Port Arthur. A second Ukrainian Orthodox church of St. Volodymr was founded in
1935 by 200 members of the Catholic Ascension parish. Both Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox
Parishes developed organizations to promote Ukrainian language and heritage.

St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Thunder Bay, Ontario.
The Chaban Ukrainian Dancers was formed in 1980 under the leadership of Mark
Zurevinsky and Hanya Karpowich and was originally an ensemble called Veselka. It is now the
premiere dance group in Thunder Bay. The other organization is Zorya (Stars) Ukrainian Dance
Association established in 1997 is active throughout the region and across Canada.
With its large Ukrainian-Canadian population other Ukrainian-related organizations have
been founded. The Ukrainian Credit Union was established in 1949 and had over 1,100 members
and assets of 3,683,000 dollars by 1985. A local branch of the Canadian League for Ukrainian
Liberation (est. 1950) along with other fraternal organizations bought their own building in 1961.
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Since the continuation of Putin’s war against Ukraine in February 2022, among other
Canadian communities both Thunder Bay and Sault Ste. Marie held protests. With their large
Ukrainian-Canadian populations they have welcome many Ukrainians refugees.

Anti-Putin war demonstration have crisscrossed Canada.
At the eastern end of Lake Superior, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario developed as home to a large
Ukrainian community. Once again Ukrainians planning to travel to the prairie provinces were
attracted to the Sault. Here they found jobs in the Algoma Steel mill, paper mills, and Algoma
Central Railroad.
At this time the Holy Mother of God (aka St. Mary) Ukrainian-Catholic Church was
established. Once the church was founded and construction started in 1917, the parish slowly
developed from 90 families. Connected with the church was a language school, and religion was
taught during the summers by visiting Ukrainian sisters of the order of Christian Charity. In 1956
the women of the parish joined the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada. They became
the backbone of the parish. In 2014 the million-dollar mortgage was paid off on “the church that
perogies built.” In the parish complex is St. Basil Catholic high school and North America’s tallest
free standing lighted cross which is a beacon of hope for the city.
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St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, Sault Ste. Marie was dedicated in 1989.
In the early 20th century gold and iron mining
and logging attracted European immigrants to Wawa
among whom were Ukrainians. A small Ukrainian
community of descendants exists here. The pastor of
St. Mary makes the 155-mile (250 kilometer) trip
from the Sault north to hold monthly services at St.
Gregory Ukrainian Catholic mission throughout the
year.
Culture
dominated
the
Ukrainian
community. The Ukrainian Band was established in
August 1924 and was quickly joined by 33
musicians. They held their first performance in
January 1925 and were in create demand to perform
at weddings and concerts. The Ukrainian community
built a concert hall costing $3,000. By the 1930s
there were four language schools in the Bayview
district of the city. Here several hundred students
learned not only language but their culture, history
and heritage. Ukrainians also developed dancing
clubs that have been popular throughout the Sault.

“The Algoma Melting Pot” Sault
Ste. Marie, Ontario
1951 Census. From Soo Evening
News 24 December, 1952.
Japanese
Chinese
Hungarians
Austrians
Other Asians
Jewish
Czechs & Slovaks
Dutch
Russians
Polish
Eastern Europeans
Scandinavians
Germans
Ukrainians
Finns
Native Americans
Italians
French Canadians
United Kingdom
Total Population

22
39
41
69
108
111
464
666
673
1,131
1,341
1,360
1,427
1,966
2,014
2,742
4,959
10,858
33,278
64,496
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The World War I internment of Ukrainians as mentioned earlier was finally recognized
with a memorial. In 2008 the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, the City Council
and the Ukrainian Cultural Centre established a monument at the Sault Ste. Marie Museum which
reads:
During Canada’s first national internment operations of 1914-1920, thousands of Ukrainians
and other Europeans were rounded up as “enemy aliens”. This plaque recalls the internee
receiving station established in The Armoury at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 13 January 1915
to 19 January 1918.

Thus ends the rich history of Ukrainian-Canadian heritage on the northern shores of Lake Superior.
Ukrainians on the American Side of the Border
The first Ukrainians to emigrate of the United States came mainly from the AustroHungarian Empire’s provinces of Galicia and Bukovina sometimes known as Ruthenia. They were
escaping unemployment, exploitation by large landowners, heavy taxes and poverty. The
Ukrainians who first came to Michigan settled in the farming areas around Lansing, Saginaw,
Grand Rapids, Muskegon, and Flint. By the mid-1930s some 25 to 30,000 Ukrainians lived in
Detroit working there and in Flint in the auto industry on the assembly lines, machine shops and
steel factories.
As we turn to the Upper Peninsula, we find that South Slavs were concentrated at the east
and west ends of the region. At Sault Ste. Marie they were close to their countrymen across the St.
Mary’s River in Canada. Possibly some of the immigrants from Galicia and Bukovina and the been
forced to live with Canadian restrictive regulations during World War I, left Canada and moved
south. In 1920 there were over one hundred South Slavs in the Sault. With the demise of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the former subjects clearly identified themselves as: Austrian Polish,
Galician Polish, Gulitza Polish, Polish Russians, Russian Yiddish, and Ukraine-Austria (Ruth).
These people were more than likely Ukrainians. The majority of these immigrants were employed
at the Northwest Leather Tannery, Soo Woolen Mills, and Union Carbide. Others had a variety of
jobs: immigration inspector, canal lockmen, and railroad work as section and repair men. The
Russian Yiddish listed might have hailed from Odessa home to many Jews and were tailors, hide
dealer, dry good merchant, and business commissioner. Restrictive Congressional laws in 1921
and 1924 halted immigration from eastern Europe and further Ukrainian immigration came to an
end.6
By the 1930 census the original population remained. At this time the census ended ethnic
distinctions and most people were listed as “Polish” or “Czechoslovakians.” In a rare insight the
Topi or better known as the Touple family appears, who were from Austria but spoke Ukrainian.
Charles was born in 1889 and came to the United States in 1911. By 1930 he had a home at the
Sault valued at $700 and he and his twin brother, Frank (1889-1974) operated a farm on the edge
of the Sault. Frank had married Clara Handziak in 1925 and they had a 1 ½ year old son Charles
(1928-2019). During the decade Charles left into the unknown and Frank continued to farm but
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found back-up employment at the leather factory. In the fall of 1939 he was advertising the sale of
a ten-month old Guernsey bull and also had hired Mike Drost to work the dairy farm. The family
remained at the Sault and Frank continued to work at the leather works into 1950. His son worked
there as well and in 1956 was employed by Kincheloe Air Force Base.7 It is interesting to note that
over the years of the census the Touples cite “Austria,” then “Poland” and back to “Austria” as
their birth nations.
Other identified Ukrainian families can be studied to get a sense of their lives at the Sault
and beyond. Wasyl Perucky (1889-1947) arrived in Canada in 1909. He married Anne Jaworska
at the Sault in 1914 and then moved to Nova Scotia where three children were born. By 1920 they
had returned to Sault Ste. Marie and were joined by Wasyl’s 18-year-old sister Anne. They also
took in a Ukrainian boarder, Antozek Ihnal who was a laborer at the leather factory. Ukrainian was
spoken at home. Wasyl possessed a strong sense of Ukrainian nationhood. When he registered for
the World War I draft in June 1917 he listed the following as to where he was from: town- Strzylki,
state- Galicia, and nation- Ukraine and he was a citizen of Austria.8 In the early 1920s the family
moved to Waukegan, Illinois where now Wasyl now known as Mike, in 1930 was a laborer in a
building material warehouse and ten years later was employed in an asbestos products factory. His
death at 58 might have been caused by his recent employment.9
A Ukrainian neighbor was the Wasznske family - headed by John and Anne. They arrived
in the United States in 1913 and resided in Brooklyn, New York for a while before they move to
the Sault. John was hired as a laborer at Union Carbide and in 1930 John was a yard man in a
lumber mill.10
The Melkilka family concludes our review of Ukrainian families. In 1920 Peter was a
laborer at the leather factory. His wife raised their two daughters, Stella (age 4) and Mary (age 2).
To bring in extra money they cared for four Ukrainian boarders: Charles Drozt (32), John Longkl
(32), John Shastkak (24) and Frank Troupe (31) who we have seen earlier. Ukrainian was spoken
at home while the men dealt with English while they processed leather.11
Although the Ukrainian community on the US side of the border was small, they were
blessed with the larger community across the river. After 1917 all of these Greek Catholics could
easily cross the river by ferry and attend St. Mary Greek Catholic church, visit a social club and
thus interact with their countrymen.
With the expanded development of the iron mines especially on the Gogebic Iron Range
after 1890 many migrated north and found work as miners, trammers, laborers in the iron mines
or were employed by lumber companies.12 In Ironwood and Bessemer, Michigan on the Gogebic
Iron Range in the western Upper Peninsula where there was a large eastern European population Bohemians, Slovaks, Croatians, Hungarians, Poles, and Ukrainians. When people were
interviewed in the census as opposed to the South Slavs at Sault Ste. Marie, they merely stated that
they were from Hungarian Slovakia, Slovakia, Russia and Austria Slovakia, but did not highlight
their Ukrainian origins or the fact that they spoke Ukrainian among family members. Their census
stories provide little information about their lives on the range and interaction with fellow
Ukrainians.
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In 1891 St. Michael Catholic Church was established for the Bohemians, Slovaks,
Slovenians, Croatians, Hungarians, Poles, and Ukrainians. In 1907 Holy Trinity Catholic Church
was established which gave the above immigrants their own church and left St. Michael to the
Poles. The Ukrainian population which number possibly some one hundred people was never large
enough to maintain its own Greek Catholic church. However visiting priests would visit the area
and care for the needs of Ruthenians. In April 1934 Rev. Joseph Kovalchik of the United Greek
Catholic Church traveled from Minneapolis. He ministered – visiting, preaching and saying Mass
at St. Sebastian Catholic Church – to the Ukrainian immigrants who longed for such visits.13 Local
Orthodox Ukrainians had the option of attending St. Simon’s Antiochian Orthodox Church in
Ironwood which was established in 1914 or await a visiting priest.14
The Ukrainian-Ruthenian-Slovak communities in Gogebic County developed a number of
institutions. Many joined the mutual beneficial Greek Catholic Society, National Slovak Society
and First Catholic Slovak Union of St. Joseph. For young people there was the Roman & Greek
Catholic Slovak Gymnastic Union, Sokol of St. Matthew Assembly No. 155. In 1926 athletes from
sokols in Superior, Duluth, Minneapolis, Iron Mountain, Ashland, and Ironwood held athletic
contests in Ironwood.15 This provides us with a sense of the development of these sokols which
were part of the eastern European culture. Today the Ukrainian presence in Gogebic County is
little recognized.
Moving to Wisconsin we find the largest number of Ukrainians settled in Milwaukee.
However, eastern European communities, especially Poles, developed in Ashland and Superior
and among them were Ukrainians. By 1920 they worked in the blast furnaces, laborers on the coal
and iron ore docks, flour mills, and the timber industry working at sawmills and lumber yards.
Many found a variety of jobs at the Great Northern; Northern Pacific; and Duluth, South Shore &
Atlantic Railways as car repairmen and section men. They attended local Polish Catholic churches
in both communities.16 For orthodox worshipers in Ashland they had to travel 35 miles to St.
Simon Orthodox church in Ironwood or drive 30 miles north to Cornucopia to Nativity of the
Virgin Mary Russian Orthodox church. Those living in Superior could travel to Duluth a mere five
miles away.
A unique group of Ukrainians settled in Bayfield County, Wisconsin in the communities
of Cornucopia and Bell on the shore of Lake Superior in the early days of the 20th century. Some
of them had found their way north having settled in Illinois, Pennsylvania, Alabama, and Indian
Territory as coal miners. The largest group developed farms, while others were commercial
fishermen, laborers and sawmill workers. A Galician, Nick Leniak was a saloon keeper in 1910,
and when national Prohibition became law, he turned to merchandising and confectionery. From
1910 and on, Peter Celinsky was a salesman for Ether’s store and built a home valued at $1,200 in
1930. The community grew large enough so that in 1906 a Russian Orthodox parish was
established. In 1910 the church of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary was constructed and is still
standing in the community. It never had a resident pastor but was regularly visited by priests from
larger towns.17 Many of the original eastern European descendants live in Bayfield County.
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St. Mary Russian Orthodox Church.
To the south of Bay County and Ashland was Mellen home to the Fayette Shaw Leather
Tannery, one of five built by Shaw in Wisconsin. It opened in 1896 and became the largest tannery
and the most productive in North America. The tannery attracted hundreds of foreign workers.
Also connected with the tannery was the development of the wood industry producing bark for the
tanning process that employed ethnic workers. Among these workers were East Slavs and
unidentifiable Ukrainians. Once the tannery closed in 1922 most of the workers left the area
seeking new jobs. A few of the East Slavs migrated south to Morse where they developed farms
and dairy operations. Lacking a Greek Catholic church these Ukrainians either attended the local
Catholic church or traveled to Cornucopia for service at the Russian Orthodox church.18
Ukrainians on the Minnesota Iron Range and Duluth
Beginning in the 1880s one of the first Ukrainian or East Slavic settlements developed in
Minnesota in northeast Minneapolis. By 1916 there were two Greek Catholic parishes in
Minneapolis.19 These settlements easily provided the springboard which sent them to the Iron
Range of Minnesota. They were the last major ethnic group to settle the Iron Range in the
communities of Chisholm, Virginia and Eveleth.20 On the Range they found employment in the
numerous iron mines primarily as laborers, the lowest rung on the mining ladder but a few found
more technical positions as stationary engineers, pump men, pilers, motormen, and hoist engineers
and a few worked on the railroad.

13

As the East Slav population grew on the Iron Range there was a need for Orthodox and
Byzantine or Greek Catholic rite churches to be founded. At Chisholm today there is St.
Basil/Vasilije of Ostrog Serbian Orthodox Church established in 1910 that continues to serve the
community. In 1959 a second Serbian Orthodox Church, St. Archangel Michael Serbian Orthodox
Church was founded. Those from Subcarpathia saw themselves as Russians. In 1912 some of the
East Slavs on the Mesabi Range organized St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church and at first they
met and held services in the Serbian hall at Chisholm. At Duluth there is Twelve Holy Apostles
Greek Orthodox Church which provided services that Ukrainians could attend.
At the same time the Byzantine Rite Catholics founded Sts. Peter and Paul Greek Catholic
Church in Chisholm. Its membership of Galician and Subcarpathians totaled some 25 families, and
they chose Ukrainian jurisdiction into the 1970s. Despite the presence of the Russian Orthodox
and Byzantine Catholic Churches, St. Joseph Catholic Church counted Greek Catholics in its
parish total. Between 1918 and 1928 the number varied
from 350 to 200 and up to 300 of “Ruthenian and Greek
Catholics.”
On the Mesabi Range, East Slavs found seasonal
work in the mines for 2-3 months. During the rest of the year
they cleared the land and farmed. Some settled in north
Koochiching County after World War I. Others settled in
Summerville Township, where Sts Peter & Paul Church was
located in 1976 in the northwest corner of the township and
the rest of the land was owned by East Slavic farmers. In
Meadowlands south of the town of Mesabi in the southern
part of St. Louis County not far from Duluth a group of
farmers settled and in 1980 there were fifteen families as
East Slavs. They attended church services in Chisolm.
Duluth had a small number of East Slavs with the
first arriving as loggers and then settled in the industrial
suburban neighborhood of Gary. Most were single men Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic
living in boarding houses between 1910 and 1912. During Church Chisholm, Minnesota. Est.
World War I many returned to Old Country to fight while 1916.
others moved to Detroit and worked in the auto industry.
During the war in Minnesota many were violently forced to buy Liberty Bands and were
mistreated. After the war during the Red Scare of 1919 many were watched as “radicals” of
Russian origin. They worked on the Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range Railroad and at the steel plant.
By the 1930s the Ukrainians were usually listed as “Russians.” When some returned home they
found that their homes were in Poland.
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The Depression was difficult for everyone
throughout the Basin. The Slavic churches on the
Range struggled to remain active. Sts Peter & Paul
Church had monthly services. In 1934 a parish
women’s group – Sisterhood of the Blessed Virgin
Mary – organized with the goals: promotion of a
good life and respect for “their Byzantine Rite,
language, customs and . . . Catholicism and the
frequenting the sacraments.” There were 45 families
in the parish in 1936. St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox
Church had similar problems as did St. Basil Serbian
Orthodox Church. An effort was made to organize a
Ukrainian church in Duluth but it failed due to lack
of interest.
Only a handful of East Slavs arrived in
Chisholm after World War II. St. Nicholas increased
by 15 families. By 1976 when Sts. Peter & Paul St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church,
closed it consisted of 45 families, the same as there Chisholm.
were 40 years earlier. The members then joined St.
Joseph Catholic Church.21
Within the Basin there are three sources of Ukrainian food. Chad Soyou is proprietor of
Wilson Creek Café in Powers, Michigan (halfway between Escanaba and Iron Mountain) on
Highway US 2 and US 4. Holubchi (cabbage rolls), veraniki (pierogi) and borsch (beet-cabbage
soup) are offered. In Thunder Bay there is Baba’s offering a fine array of Ukrainian food. St.
Mary’s Ukrainian Church Kitchen has a similar menu that must be ordered in advance or is part
of their dining hall menu.
Thus we come to an end of an interesting and little-known story of one of the many ethnic
groups who have settled the Lake Superior Basin. The Canadian cities of Thunder Bay and Sault
Ste. Marie are urban centers that have been able to maintain relatively large and now growing
Ukrainian populations. However on the American side of the border the situation was different.
The people identified in the census data were not listed as “Ukrainians.” Some appeared as
Galicians, which is useful but others were seen as Poles, Slovaks, Hungarians, Russians, or Little
Russians. In Minnesota and Michigan many of these immigrants were attracted by copper and iron
mining. The mining economy was based on boom-and-bust cycles. As a result of this economy
many people left communities when mining declined and ended in the 1960s. More work can
continue using this article as a foundation for future studies of Ukrainians on the American side of
the basin.
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